[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]GAS POWER PLANTS* IN SOUTH CAROLINA
*data below are estimates from public mapping data, not a formal siting/GIS study — useful for general context, not precise enough for legal or regulatory purposes.
1. John S. Rainey (1,154 MW) — Iva/Starr, Anderson County
Rural farmland on Opry House Road. Nearest schools: Crescent High School (~5 mi), Starr-Iva Middle School (~4 mi), Iva Elementary (~5 mi). Very low-density, agricultural surroundings — no dense neighborhoods nearby.
2. Jasper (1,068 MW) — Hardeeville, Jasper County
Industrial corridor near I-95. Nearest schools: Hardeeville Elementary (~5 mi), Royal Live Oaks Academy (~6 mi). Hardeeville itself is a growing exurb of Savannah/Hilton Head, but the plant sits outside the residential core, in an industrial park area.
3. Broad River Energy Center (985 MW) — Gaffney, Cherokee County
Located off Victory Trail Road outside Gaffney. Gaffney is a small city (~12,000 people); this plant sits on the outskirts rather than near downtown or residential subdivisions. (Note: nearby "Mill Creek" / Cherokee County Cogeneration plant is in the same general industrial corridor.)
4. W.S. Lee Steam Station (955 MW) — Anderson County
Located well outside Anderson city proper — the nearest schools in the city of Anderson are 10+ miles away. This plant sits on a rural stretch, consistent with most large steam/combined-cycle stations sited near rivers for cooling water, away from population centers.
5. Mill Creek (799 MW) — Cherokee County
Also in the Gaffney industrial corridor, heavily wooded area, similarly removed from dense residential areas.
6. Urquhart (759 MW) — Beech Island, Aiken County
On the Savannah River near the SC/Georgia line. Nearest schools (Silver Bluff High, South Aiken Baptist Christian) are roughly 9 miles away. Sparsely populated river-bottom area, near the Savannah River Site federal land.
7. Columbia Energy Center (669 MW) — Calhoun County
Rural Calhoun County; nearest identifiable schools are in West Columbia, roughly 6-8 miles away.
8. Northmark Strategies- Proposed (450 MW)- Spartanburg County. Multiple neighborhoods located within a three-mile radius, estimated population of 25,000, roughly 10,000 households. (And significantly more in a five-mile radius- 70,000 people). Numerous schools in this radius, including residential South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind; EP Todd; Pine Street School; and elder care facilities Mountainview and Inverness. Hwy 176 and Southport Roads are a primary commercial artery. Gas Depot and railroad adjacent.
9. Cope (417 MW) — Cope, Orangeburg County
Rural community. Nearest school: Cope Area Career Center/Professional Center, ~1.5 mi. The next-nearest, Carver-Edisto Middle School, is ~4.7 mi. Cope itself is an unincorporated rural crossroads — very low population density.
10. Darlington County (316 MW) — Hartsville, Darlington County
Located off Highway 151 near Lake Robinson, adjacent to the H.B. Robinson Nuclear Station — both plants share the same rural buffer area that was originally established for the nuclear plant's safety zone. Nearest school: North Hartsville Elementary, ~5.4 mi. Nearest residential area (a manufactured-home community), ~7 mi.

The pattern: the nine these established utility-scale gas plants were deliberately sited in rural or low-density exurban areas — typically on rivers (for cooling water), away from town centers and residential subdivisions, often 5+ miles from the nearest school. That is standard utility-siting practice going back decades. Northmark is being retrofitted into an existing light manufacturing warehouse facility with long-term existing neighborhoods, schools, day cares, elder care facilities. 

